Inside this Issue

| KHELZHONA TN—NTINd-ENLR EEEEEEOESE
Ohta Nawanoren Brewpub ERGO BIBAMUS | A History of Consulates in Yokohama




wRo Ao BB !
jﬁiﬁ"ﬂ‘<ffébig . )

AR ILBEH
Tomoya Yamada
English Speaking Realtor

1-4-5 OKANO
NISHI-KU,YOKOHAMA
TEL:045-313-101 1

YAMADA

REAL ESTATE SERVICE

WWW.YOKOHAMARENT.COM

English Speaking Attorney
In Kawasaki City

(next to Tokyo & Yokohama)

Legal service in English
on cases related to Japan
Kei Sumikawa (Attorney at Law)
web@smkw.biz https://sumikawa.net/
TEL: 044-276-8773

Member of the Kanagawa Bar Association
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Naka-ku, Yoshida-machi 2-3
045-251-2271
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NAKA-KU, SUMIYOSHI-CHO 6-68-1
Phone: 045-640-0271 Pub Hours:
Weekdays: 6-11pm, Weekends, 1-11pm

www.yokohamabeer.com
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Folks, we’d like to introduce our new writer, Glenn Scoggins. If
you didn’t notice his work last issue, you definitely will this issue,
as he has contributed both the feature and another good bar review
(he’s a well-known beer lover). Scoggins has lived in Yokohama
since his arrival in Japan in August 1977, and he’s been a history
teacher and college counselor at Saint Maur International School for
the past 45 years. What an amazing legacy! And what a great person
to be writing for the Yokohama Seasider. Welcome aboard, Glenn.
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A HISTORY OF CONSULATES
IN YOKOHAMA

Text & photos by Glenn Scoggins
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Since 19th-century Yokohama was the entry point for so many
from overseas, it’s not surprising to find traces of Western influence in
the modern-day city. The countries whose gunboats and ambassadors
compelled an end to Tokugawa isolation are immortalized in place
names that one might see every day: Furansu-yama (France Hill),
Amerika-yama (America Hill), /taria-yama (ltaly Hill), /girisu-kan
(British House). But only a handful of the structures built to manage
diplomatic relations survive, and none of the Western powers that
pried open the country are represented in Yokohama today. Only two
political entities maintain full-fledged delegations: the South Korean
Consulate (Yamate-cho 118) and Taiwan’s equivalent, across from
Yokohama Stadium (Nihon-Odori 60). Eight other countries in central
Europe, Latin America, and the Pacific appoint “honorary consuls”,
mainly Japanese businessmen whose companies trade actively.

Following the 1858 ‘unequal treaties’ forced on the feeble
Tokugawa Shogunate, the earliest Western diplomatic outposts in
Japan were neither in Edo nor Yokohama but in the small village
of Kanagawa, located on the Tokaido Road between today’s JR
Yokohama and Higashi-Kanagawa stations. Due to a lack of suitable
buildings, Buddhist temples were requisitioned. The curious traveler
can visit these quiet sites, now returned to their original purpose with
explanatory signs. The most impressive is Hongaku-ji, on a hill in front
of Keikyu Kanagawa Station, where Townsend Harris established
the first American legation in 1859. Due to the danger of ronin
(masterless samurai) attacks on foreigners, all of these moved in 1863
to the relative safety of the Yokohama Foreign Settlement (Yamashita-
cho). When the British and French Armies set up bases on The Bluff
(Yamate-cho), consular residences followed. All diplomatic buildings
were concentrated in these two adjacent locations.

United Kingdom

As the preeminent imperial power, Britain took the lead in trade
and influence in Japan while the US was distracted by its fratricidal
CivilWar. The British Consulate remained in the same location (Nihon-
Odori 3) for more than a century, from 1863 until it was closed in 1972.
The current stately building dates from 1931 and is now the home
of the Yokohama Archives of History, a fascinating museum which
opened in 1981. Its graceful courtyard is dominated by the camphor
tree under which Commodore Matthew Perry signed the 1854 Treaty
of Kanagawa.

The British Consul’s Residence was on The Bluff, on the site of the
former British Army base (1863-1875). The current imposing building,



British Consul’s residence
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called British House or /girisu-kan (Yamate-cho 115), dates from
1937. Next to the expansive rose garden, it became the centerpiece of
Harbor View Park after it was bought by the city in 1969.

Between 1859 and 1899, the unequal treaties imposed
extraterritoriality on Yokohama and the other treaty ports in Japan.
Britain, the US, and the other foreign powers maintained consular
police, jails, and courts to deal with their own citizens under their own
laws. The British Consular Gaol was at Yamashita-cho 155 (now the
Nakashatra Indian restaurant), while the American equivalent was at
Yamashita-cho 234 (near Minato Junior High School).

United States

Between 1863 and 1874, the American Legation in Yokohama
served as both embassy and consulate, located on the current site
of NewsPark, the newspaper museum and film library above Nihon-
Odori Station. Once the embassy moved to Tokyo, the consulate was
established in a prominent location along the waterfront Bund, now
called Yamashita-Koen-dori. After the original building collapsed in the
Great Kanto Earthquake (1923), an impressive structure was designed
in 1932 by architect J. H. Morgan, builder of many of Yokohama'’s pre-
war landmarks. The Pearl Harbor attack and post-war US Occupation
forced its closure from 1941 to 1952, but afterwards it resumed its role
until 1973.

Today nothing remains of the American Consulate, but the home of
an early-Meiji consul gave its name to Amerika-yama, now a pleasant
park (Yamate-cho 97-1) overlooking the harbor and providing access
to Motomachi-Chukagai Station.

France

After moving in 1863 from Keiun-ji temple in Kanagawa to
Yokohama, the French consulate occupied the site of the New Grand
Hotel’s tower wing (Yamashita-cho 9). The Consul resided nearby,
next to Kaga-cho Police Station in Chinatown. Both the consulate
and the residence were relocated in 1875 to the French Army base
on French Hill or Furansu-yama (Yamate-cho 184-24), in an elegant
building designed by architect Paul Pierre Sarda. It too was a victim
of the 1923 earthquake, but its replacement by Max Hinder was a
landmark on the Yokohama skyline until it closed in 1971 and was
purchased by the city. A mysterious fire in 1947 consumed one of its
buildings, leaving as its last remnant charred walls now covered in ivy.
The 19th-century windmill that pumped water from the consulate’s
well has been reconstructed to add a touch of historic verisimilitude.

Other Consulates in Yamashita-cho

Despite the crucial role played by the Dutch throughout the
centuries of Tokugawa isolation, their Yokohama consulate ranked
below their historic headquarters in Nagasaki. Today not even an
historical marker indicates its location, an office block next to the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. Look for the Daily Yamazaki store at Yamashita-
cho 23. (Like the Netherlands, Russia was one of the five original
Treaty Powers, but never opened a consulate in Yokohama, preferring
instead to concentrate its influence in Hakodate.)

Another almost forgotten beachhead of European diplomacy was

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 5
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Former Swedish Consul’s residence on Yokohama Kyoritsu Gakuen’s grounds
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“The House of a Diplomat” on site of former Italian Consulate

the Swiss Consulate, now the Royal Hall wedding palace (Yamashita-
cho 90). The consul lived nearby at Yamashita-cho 169, now the Leyton
House condominiums.

By 1871, when the Meiji government established diplomatic
relations with the Qing dynasty of China, there were already over one
thousand Chinese merchants in Yokohama. The site of the former
Chinese Consulate is the cozy Yamashita-cho Park in the heart of
Chinatown, just behind the Mazu-miao Shrine, bustling with cheerful
children and their grannies relaxing in the sun.

Theindependent Kingdom of Hawai’i, not yet an American territory,
established diplomatic relations following King Kalakaua’s 1881 visit to
Japan to propose a confederation between the two island monarchies.
While nothing came of this plan, Japanese emigration to the sugar
and pineapple plantations of Hawai’i were handled by a short-lived
consulate in Chinatown (Yamashita-cho 187), now a tapioca “bubble
tea” store.

Other Consulates in Yamate-cho

Prussia was not one of the original treaty powers, but diplomat
Maximilian von Brandt opened the first legation in Japan in 1862,
the roots of the later German Embassy following Bismarck’s 1871
unification of the German Empire. From 1868 it was located on the
main street of The Bluff, now commemorated by the sign in front of
Yamate Dental Clinic (Yamate-cho 60), across from the Mormon church.

Also a Yamate landmark with its own bus stop, Italian Hill Garden
(taria-yama Teien, at Yamate-cho 16) marks the location of the Italian
consulate during the mid-Meiji period. However, the handsome
1910 structure called The House of a Diplomat has no connection
to Yokohama, having been transplanted from Shibuya in 1997. The
diplomat in question, Sadatsuchi Uchida, had a long career as consul
in Seoul and New York and ambassador to Brazil, Sweden, and the
Ottoman Empire.

One of the few buildings still standing with a direct diplomatic
connection is the former Swedish consul’s residence (Yamate-cho
214), a trim whitewashed home now on the campus of Kyoritsu girls’
school. Unsurprisingly, due to its strong Catholic connection, the
Spanish Consulate (Yamate-cho 35) was right next door to Sacred Heart
Cathedral.
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Hours Thu/Fri 18:00~21:00 / Sat-Sun 15:00~22:00

Closed Mon~Wed (check Instagram/FB)

Web h-ferventia.yokohama

Nestled on a quiet street midway between Bashamichi and

Nihon-Odori stations is the smallest brewpub in central Yokohama,
and certainly the only one with a Latin name. A block away from
cacophonous Honcho-dori, the atmosphere is quiet and calm,
reinforced by the understated personalities of the couple who
opened the tiny microbrewery and its long, narrow bar in June
2018. Its Latin name colloquially translates to “Let’s all drink!”

Takahiro Nishino and Maki Takahashi were looking for a
suitable spot in Tokyo when they found this location by serendipity.
University study in fermentation and 2 years of training at German-
style Baeren brewery in Iwate equipped Nishino with the technical
expertise to brew by himself. Takahashi runs the bar, with 9 taps
divided between their own beers and Belgian / German imports.
Your first impression of both might be shy and gentle, but their
determination to persevere despite the challenges of the pandemic
belies any lack of willpower.

Regular beers include a dry helles, a Belgian double wit, and a
creamy, satisfying dark lager. Their double dry-hopped hazy IPA
is named “Neko ni Naritai” (I want to be a cat) as an homage to
Isekadoya’s Neko Nihiki (2 cats). The highlight of a recent visit was
the peated Belgian stout, using whiskey malt and Belgian yeast.
Beer is served in 200 ml and 300 ml glasses, averaging ¥670 and
¥950 respectively. Food choices start at ¥390 and include small
but tasty hamburgers; one (¥680) is an appetizer, two (¥1260) are
a meal. The counter seats 7 with space for 18 more at small tables
and another sidewalk table for nice weather. Smoking is not allowed.

Nishino prioritizes a wide range of malts, bucking the trend
towards ever-hoppier IPAs. Customers who dismissed Ergo
Bibamus as restrained on previous visits owe it to themselves to
rediscover this tranquil brewpub.

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 7
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AXEHBHONA
Ohta Nawanoren

Text by Akiko Ishikawa
Web ohtanawanoren.jp
Hours 17:00~21:00, Sat-Sun-Holiday 12:00~15:00 &
17:00~21:00 (closed Mon & 1st and 3rd Sun)

Address HEKHHETL-15
Naka-ku Sueyoshi-cho 1-15
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Owner Shigeki Aoi

In the late 19th century following its port opening to foreign vessels,
Yokohama was a crossroads of culture. Western attire and lifestyles
took root but what truly interested local denizens was of course food
culture. During this period, new dishes that appeared delighted the
hearts of many and survived the test of time, becoming signature meals
at now long-standing establishments. For this month’s column on
historical joints, we introduce one of those: the gyu-nabe (beef hot pot)
pioneer Ohta Nawanoren.

Founder Otokichi Takahashi was an early fan of Western-style meat
cuisine and in 1868 started selling easy-to-eat beef skewers. His cheap
and delicious beef skewers apparently earned him a following and he
couldn’t make them fast enough. With his earnings, he set up a shop
at the location where the current restaurant stands. His signature dish
was a pot of beef chunks that was a precursor to the gyu-nabe that
represents them today. It wasn’t grilled meat but boiled in a nabe pot.
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That particular technique was the inspiration for wild boar nabe that

has become a popular dish in its own right today. Using Edo amamiso
(sweet miso) as a part of its ‘secret sauce’, it incorporated green onions
to blunt the pungency. For his pot, he used a shallow one with a Hinoki
cypress frame, and heated the pot with charcoal in an earthen brazier
as peasants had done since time immemorial. Otokichi, a plump man
who loved his drink, would wake up hungover and end up cutting all
his meat into clumsy chunks as the start to his workday. However, that
size and texture seemed more substantial to customers and ended
up luring them in. It became his specialty. That trademark flavor and
approach still abides here, which is really the only place you can still
savor this old tradition.

During the Meiji period, the second-generation proprietor
apparently paid out of his own pocket to fill in the marshlands in the
shop’s neighborhood to create roads. During construction, he set
up a makeshift shop in a nearby district called Ohta. People came to
affectionately refer to the place as Ohta’s Nawanoren (shop curtain);
when he returned to the original location, he continued running the
business as Ohta Nawanoren. The current 7th-generation owner,
Shigeki Aoi, tells us in his calm demeanor, “I think the roots of this place
are less in the desire to spread Western food culture than in a deep-
seated love for our hometown. Again, because Yokohama was such
an accepting place of all things new, the shop became known all over
town, and still today, people come from all over.”

These days, nawanoren hang at the entrances of shops to keep
bugs out. From the perspective of hygiene, that’s their sole function,
but beyond that, they act as a separator, a kind of border between the
outside world and what lies within. There was light rain on the day
we visited and the moment we ducked under the curtain, a stunning,
dignified space opened up before our eyes. Beyond the window in a
private room, the scene of a small garden shimmering in the rain added
to the experience, creating an atmosphere that buoyed our spirits. The
place exudes a unique charm that seems to transcend eras-a charm
that likewise makes you stop and reflect on the history of Yokohama.
It’s plenty enough to make you want to taste the lavish food, flavored
with history, that people have splurged on for decades.
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CHIGUSA

Text by Hisao Saito
Photos care of Dark Room
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Yokohama landmark Chigusa, Japan’s oldest jazz cafe, closed its
doors in April of this year. Our office is located directly across from its
location. In evenings we could open our windows and hear the soulful
sounds of live performances. | recall taking photos of the very first
award given by Chigusa, a Mari Kanemoto jacket. For me, it was a great
honor to take on that assignment. I'm also thankful that the photos
caught the attention of some major ad agencies resulting in some offers
to do work for them.

Among those reading this now, most are familiar with Chigusa,
but for any that are not, | want to share an excerpt from the cafe’s
homepage.

From Chigusa

Founder Mamoru Yoshida started Chigusa with the goal of

“creating a space for the enjoyment of listening to music”. Not only

the owner of a jazz cafe, he elevated the local jazz scene through
recognizing and supporting local talent. He worked selflessly to
increase the popularity of jazz, expecting nothing in return for doing
so. Mr. Yoshida lived his life with jazz in his heart till the very end.

Chigusa was closed once before due to eviction, but on March 11,
2012 it was reopened thanks to the efforts of volunteers who loved
the cafe. The name Chigusa was retained, and in order to further the
wishes of its late founder, our association formed by those volunteers
set goals of supporting a young generation of artists and exalting
the charms of jazz to all. Through sponsoring events and a variety of
public activities, we aim to continue gaining fans of the cafe that is so
representative of the Noge neighborhood.

It’s been ten years since we reopened and thanks to the support
we have received, we are able to rebuild and return better than
ever. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We will set up a
temporary cafe, so stay tuned! Thank you for your continued support.

Though the Chigusa you know is closing, the next evolution, Jazz
Museum CHIGUSA, is in the works! I'm a little sad to see it go, but look
forward to the new place!

See website for updates on progress
noge-chigusa.com
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DARK ROOM INTERNATIONAL
==

PXTERXET1 T B42-1-2F
Naka-ku, Hanasaki-cho 1-42-1-2F
Tel/Fax : 045-261-7654

www.thedarkroom-int.com
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18 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku

i 045-664-5757
www.elliott.jp 11:00-19:00 (closed Mon)
MAP
Zartscafe is a cultural hub for traditional i AR AR BL B - 85
and modern arts, signature drinks ENGLISH-SPEAKING TAX ACCOUNTANT

and health-conscious food located in

Yokohama, JAPAN.
Spring - Early Summer 2022 Cafe Hours
Monday: Closed

TL{esdcy-Thursdoy: 11:00AM-18:00PM TAX & A L L O U N T I N G

Friday, Saturday: 11:00AM-20:00PM ; ;
Sunday: 11:00AM-18:00PM Tax Consultation, Preparation & Refunds

7ARTSCAFE www.7ar|'scafe.co.jp Bookkeeping ¢ National Tax Agency Representation

JAP ANESE AND INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTS WELCOME

~ KAZUTOMO SHIMIZU

kazutomo.shimizu@jasper.dti.ne.jp
http://www.shimizutaxattorney.com/

- ‘045736571938

www.045usmc.com/

feRE M

Produced by
U. S. M. Corporation

Eiichibangai, Silk Center 1 Yamashitacho
Naka-ku YOKOHAMA 231-0023

Made in Nippon

> i 90

YOKOHAMA INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION ACADEMY

JAPANESE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE
Leare Oapanese
cer %éaéﬂm@ 7

43 Miyazakicho, Nishiku, Yokohama 220-0031
TEL 045-250-3656 FAX 045-250-3657
EMAIL admissions@yiea.com

www.yiea.com
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By Yosuke Katsuchi (Green owner)

3% Content for Green Pages is sponsored by Charcoal Grill Green
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STFER!

fresh cream

oregano....

butter...

bacon 50g (smoked ham also OK)
jalapefio as desired (sliced circularly)
onion. %2 (diced in 1cm lengths)
green pepper . ..2 (diced in 1cm lengths)
shredded cheese

salt & pepper

0 Mix egg, cream and oregano in a bowl. Season with salt and
i pepper.

e Melt butter in a frying pan. Add bacon and fry till the fat has
: fried off. Add onions, green pepper, and jalapefio. Continue
i frying.

e Once vegetables are tender, add egg & cream mixture. When

it is halfway cooked, add shredded cheese and fry until the

bottom is browned.

e Gently flip over in the frying pan. Brown as desired and serve
on a plate.
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All American, All the time. Three Convenient Locations!

antenna-america.com
NEW OPEN
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