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ENGLISH-SPEAKING TAX ACCOUNTANT

SHIMIZU

TAX & ACCOUNTING

Tax Consultation, Preparation & Refunds
Bookkeeping ¢ National Tax Agency Representation

] APANESE AND INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTS WELCOME

KAZUTOMO SHIMIZU
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YAMADA REAL ESTATE

YAMADA

REAL ESTATE SERVICE

AR LBEH
Tomoya Yamada
English Speaking Realtor

1-4-5 OKANO
NISHI-KU, YOKOHAMA
TEL: 045-313-1011

WWW.YOKOHAMARENT.COM

English Speaking Attorney
In Kawasaki City

(next to Tokyo & Yokohama)

Legal service in English
on cases related to Japan

Kei Sumikawa (Attorney at Law)
web@smkw.biz https://sumikawa.net/
TEL: 044-276-8773

Member of the Kanagawa Bar Association
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Sumikawa Law Office

Made in Nippon

available at

Takahashi Shoten

(Motomachi)
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¥ Cafe Elliott Avenue [
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Expert care from a friendly,
internationally trained,
English-speaking
dentist

Naka-ku, Ishikawa-cho 1-13-5
Mamebun Bldg 3F (above HAC)
045-664-4618

www.nakamaru-dental.jp

Eat the old school way

TORAYA

ERE

Delicious Sashimi and Tempura

FAMILY OWNED
Naka-Ku, Yoshida-machi 2-3
045-251-271

Mon-Sat 11:00 - 21:00 (L.O. 20:30)
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Yokohama’s
Original
HOMETOWN
BREWERY
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NAKA-KU, SUMIYOSHI-CHO 6-68-1
Phone: 045-640-0271 Pub Hours:
Weekdays: 6-11pm, Weekends, 1-11pm

www.yokohamabeer.com

’ FlRST AUTHENTIC ( ANERIGA STYLESHOKED BBQ CRAFYBER AU,

045-264-4961
5-63-1, SUMIYOSHI-CHO, YOKOHAMA-SHI, KANAGAWA-KEN
MON-FRI: 17:00 TO MIDNIGHT
SAT, SUN & JAPANESE HOLIDAYS: NOON TO MIDNIGHT
| **LAST ORDER: FOOD 22:30/DRINK 23:30 DAILY

Homepage: www.bairdbeer.com
E-Mail: bashamichi-tap@bairdbeer.com H @

Japan's premier craft beer magazine
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subscriptions at
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June is but a passageway to hotter days as we look forward to
a return of outdoor summer fun without masks. One event that
gloriously returned in full was the Tokyo Rainbow Pride, which we
are very happy to feature in this month’s edition. Remember June
is Pride Month-a celebration of diversity throughout the world. We
also feature wood artisan and craftsman Daniel Mansson, whose
works combine Japanese traditional aesthetics in a modern form.
Read more about Daniel’s beautiful designs inside. As the French
philosopher Sartre wrote, “To read a poem in January is as lovely as
to go for awalk in June.”

Help Support us » PatreonTHZET 3:
www.yokohamaseasider.com/supportus

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
00
www.facebook.com/SeasiderMagazine

Twitter: @YokohamaSsdr

Instagram: @yokohamaseasider
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SWEDISH ARTIST DANIEL MANSSON

EXPLORING JAPANESE CRAFTS

Text by Oliver Alexander ® Photos courtesy of Daniel Mansson
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Having arrived in Yokohama in August 2021, Daniel Mansson
is a wood craftsman with a wide-ranging background in high-end,
bespoke furniture-making, construction work, house renovations,
fitting boat interiors, and carpentry. Born and raised in Sweden,
trained at university in Australia, and drawn to Japan by the
vibrant arts and crafts culture, Mansson explained to Yokohama
Seasider how he incorporates traditional Japanese techniques
into modern Western design in order to develop his artwork.

What is special about Japanese crafts?

Technically, from a maker point of view, Japanese
craftsmanship is very intricate. For example, the joinery in
Japanese temples. The way in which hand tools are used presents
a challenge for any woodworker. The beams of Japanese temples
are held together without any nails or glue. Instead, the structure
is made solid with strong interlocking wooden joins. Also, the
aesthetics are another obvious reason for the popularity of
Japanese crafts.

Recently you’ve been working on kumiko projects: a Japanese
wooden artform dating back to the Asuka era (592-710 CE).

What can you tell readers about this traditional art?

You see kumiko in shoji doors and folding screen dividers,
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but it’s also a framed piece of art that you can put on the wall.
Kumiko involves slotting together carved wooden pieces,
creating complex small, geometrical patterns without the use of
nails or glue. It relies on very high precision in measuring, cutting,
and placing the pieces because the pieces are held together by
pressure alone.

That challenge is what | like about this artform. Coming
to Japan was the perfect opportunity to explore this artform
because it requires no heavy machinery or benches. Instead, it
was something | could do from my living room and kitchen table,
reverse engineering from different patterns | had researched in
books and online. | fell in love with the craft, and people started
approaching me about buying pieces so now I've started to take
orders.

What people seem to like about it is that they can immediately
recognise that it is an old traditional Japanese artform. When
they travel in Japan, they see it while visiting historic cities like
Kyoto or Takayama, but it’s not something that tends to appear in
modern Japanese homes. What I’'m doing is taking the techniques
of kumikoand turningitinto a modern style of interior decoration
that represents the old ways but functions in line with a modern
home.

It's something | can design to size and budget, producing
panels, lanterns, and lids for boxes. Recently, for example, |
created a panel for a Japanese woman whose parents live in
Shizuoka, and who have a lot of artwork featuring Mount Fuji.
They were celebrating their 70th birthdays, so the client wanted
a kumiko panel that featured this as well. We sat down together,
| drew her some different designs on my laptop, she made some
tweaks and requests, and | used that to produce the final artwork.

What other projects have you been working on?

| enjoy making items like earrings, boxes, and other small
items. I'm currently creating a set of sliding doors for a tatami
room, as the client wanted to replace the doors that came with
her apartment, which were wallpaper on plywood on a plastic
frame, with something more genuine. She wanted a wooden
lattice frame with shoji paper so that’s what I'm currently
designing. For a project like that, | measure up the frame at the
client’s house. | then draw a precise 2D design on a computer
program, just to make sure the dimensions are correct. | use that
to produce a couple of 3D designs so that the client can see what
the final product might look like and give feedback.

IV OEREDOERIEVAIR
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To see some of Mansson’s creations,
see his Instagram account

instagram: nightowl_creative_

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 5
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MON COFFRET | .5 nseome

BREEHRK (#HBE%Z<) Closed Mondays

Text and photos by Akiko Ishikawa

Instagram mon.coffret.yokohama @
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One may be reminded of a chic and cozy Parisian street corner
patisserie as you enter “Mon Coffret” a few steps away from
Ishikawachd station. Simply translated as “My Box”, this little gem is
worth a peek inside as you open the door to find a colorful showcase
of an array of cakes that look like jewels. The name of these cakes are
"Gateau Ecrin” or "Treasure Chest".

Gateau Ecrin are small cube-shaped cakes with a moist dough
carefully kneaded with a choice of four outer shell flavors: strawberry,
orange, chocolate, and champagne. During my interview, | sampled
the orange flavored cake which when properly baked allows the dough
to softly melt in one’s mouth first-then the dark chocolate melts in
your mouth. The baking method of these cakes is quite unique and
demands exact knowledge and ample experience on the baker’s part.

Other products include crackers coated with chocolate and
decorated with pearls as toppings-a ‘cake’ with a crunchy texture
that is quite popular. The “Fraise Framboise” is a hybrid strawberry-
raspberry fruit flavored dessert coated with chopped nuts. All in
all, there are over 12 types of cakes offered daily that change during
the seasons, including the "Chocolate Nut Cake" which has a basic
chocolate-flavored dough coated with chopped roasted pistachios
and almonds.

To guide you through the many selections, customers are offered a
detailed explanation by the knowledgeable staff. Each cake is small in
size, but this amplifies the sense of luxury, and many customers take
their time to choose the right one. The prices for cakes are as follows:
4 cakes for 1200 yen, 6 cakes for 1800 yen, and 8 cakes for 2400 yen,
including tax.

It will be a delightful gift as well as a treat for yourself to taste any
of these magical, treasured desserts. Opening a box full of these treats
will bring joy and a smile to both your face and your palate.



A Rash of Shingles

WHEN A CLUTCH OF WIDELY SEPARATED
FRIENDS SUDDENLY GOES DOWN WITH
THE SAME DISEASE, ONE IS BOUND TO
WONDER WHAT IS AFOOT. The disease
to which I refer is not, of course, Covid
19. The disease in question is Herpes
Zoster, AKA Shingles. The last case
within my sphere of acquaintance had
been my grandfather, back in the 1960s.
And now, suddenly, friends of my own
age were going down with it in droves.

My sample, of course, was too small to
be significant, but a little internet research
revealed that the incidence of shingles both in Japan and
worldwide was, indeed, on the rise. Though my scientific training kept me from uttering
it out loud, a possible connection with Covid-19 or its vaccines had been mooted in
respectable journals.

A little background first. Shingles begins with skin pain or itchiness, which in due
course blossoms into a red rash studded with yellow blisters, usually confined to one side
of the body. Shingles vaccines are available, as are analgesics to suppress the pain, but the
disease generally subsides of its own accord in a couple of weeks without treatment or
lasting ill-effects. Although the blisters should be kept covered it is, strangely enough, not
shingles that they transmit. Indeed, shingles is not transmitted at all, as its victims already
harbour the infective agent in the form of viruses left over from a prior bout of chicken
pox. These can hole up dormant for decades in the nerve ganglia and, upon a suitable
bugle call, arise and march along the nerve bodies to the skin to cause the aforementioned
rash. The bugle call is often a compromised immune system resulting from, for example,
fatigue or psychological stress.

So, is there a Covid connection? Well, say the experts, yes and no. No, because a) the
two diseases are the handiwork of two completely different viruses, tackled by complete-
ly different T-cells of the immune system, and b) cases in Japan are known to have been
rising since the 1980s and are more likely attributable to the greying population. But yes,
some experts concede, because a bout of Covid can so compromise the immune system
that the dormant viruses feel safe to sally forth. And Covid vaccines? Sorry to disappoint:
evidence of that link is flimsy and anecdotal, and should definitely not tell against the
importance of getting Covid-vaccinated.

Peter Marsh is a free-lance tutor of Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics. He has lived
in Yokohama for 24 years.

This page has been brought to you as a public service of the Yokohama BLUFF CLINIC.
bluffclinic.com

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 7
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RAINBOW: PRIDE"
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Text by Yannick Crespy
Photos by Yannick Crespy and Kim Littani
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The weekend of April 22-23 saw the 11th iteration of Tokyo
Rainbow Pride. After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic and
asubdued in-person Pride last year, with a tight cap on numbers
and Japan’s borders still closed, 240,000 people attended Tokyo
Rainbow Pride at Yoyogi Event Plaza, according to the NPO of
the same name that runs the event. This was a jump-up from the
200,000 participants in 2019.

Tokyo Rainbow Pride has ranked among the largest LGBTQ+
events in Asia for some years. It offers stands run by local
groups, businesses, and embassies that are staffed by friendly
people eager to hand out pamphlets about their organisation
and, of course, a bunch of freebies. Several booths required
people to post photos on their social media, which reminded
us that corporate allies do increase visibility but still covet that
rainbow yen. On the long list of sponsors, prominent Japanese
corporations such as Rakuten, Suntory, and Yokohama-
based Nissan featured alongside well-known international
corporations that have long been allies of the LGBTQ+ cause.

Throughout the two days, the Yoyogi outdoor stage offered
plenty of colourful entertainment, ranging from choirs and J-pop
to the staple of any self-respecting Pride festival: irreverent drag
shows.

Although being photographed next to a rainbow Domo-kun
at the NHK booth or receiving a love certificate from the Dutch
Embassy was fun, the piéce de résistance was indubitably the
parade, which took 39 floats and 10,000 participants through
Shibuya and Harajuku. To a global Pride Festival aficionado,
the parade might have come across as underwhelming. Forget
about the seas of people walking down entire avenues; in Tokyo,
rows of five people occupied one lane and obeyed traffic laws in
what was officially registered as a street demonstration. This did



of Education~B%5
LLWSNBERREE
35~ DT —FF
I BICASH BT,
RRLAYR=F
FAROHEBRERTH
BILABDHKEFZILX
HFEIF.COIRIMETNY
E—T7SARIIEVWSTL—XTE
HRMEZRRICNBIZHDTHBIHN
COARYMMIFELoMD E LIBUAR A X
vt —IhHBEVNSTEEARRICRINE T LIZRVERZR
LTWB.CDI LB ARV IHEERICEZ LA TERIFONLSED
T—xT(BAH) ZEHZETHTS - Press on till Japan Changes. -1
MEHFHAMND BE ABRERR T BARUNDCTEEZET
ISLGBTQ+DIEFIMREPEIEIEICBI T B EMREAERLTED. B
AERNSOZFHOEEFO>TLRICHENDDLST BARIEGTOHRTHE
— LGBTQ+D VR ZRE T B ERNRILENFEE I\ FIEEZRD
TWBLGTOAEEEBRENEES PrideT+ (TS5 RTTFR) 1IDH
2 (LE) IFABZE S ZTOAAMEZARICHLEDLSELTVWEIL
MEZICRESNT .

BEBICIEERRLAYR—TF1ROELS BARRERA R ME 7R
WHDD.EMIF2019F 118 NS FIME L BEXREZERDH. LGBTQ+I
S TPMEARBREEBRAT I ENERTZAERDILIOBRE
(2023558 DURMIMD 2TV B MEH TIE REBEIET
HER—MPERBICOVWTELESZENTESZ 22O HDBHEIT
S5NTVD, £  BROMRIRTA T T4 T DERICE LORME
EXMHIEEDTDICERDOAT I THRELTVS,

FKBBLED BRISHRERRTYEZEDTVNELSTH S,
ZLOENEZEFTERZHIELTVLSDICK L. BARIZBEBEEAL
TEWVWTWBELSTH DI RRLAVR—TSIRDELS BRIV H
KB EDISTIHDENICHRIDDH LA,

not dampen the good vibes, though. The streets were lined with
interested passers-by and, even more so than in previous years,
with enthusiastic crowds showing their support for the LGBTQ+
community, shouting back “Happy Pride!”, and donning their
loudest rainbow colours. Registration to walk behind the
floats was open and free, and most got rapidly oversubscribed.
“Marriage for All Japan” and “The Power of Education” were
amongst the most popular ones.

Tokyo Rainbow Pride co-chairs Natsumi Yamada and
Fumino Sugiyama are keen to remind the public that, although

1

“Happy Pride!” was the phrase du jour and the event is a huge
celebration of everything queer, the event remains firmly
political. This was readily confirmed by this year’s theme, “Press
On Until Japan Changes”, a message that was ubiquitous on
those two days. It is worth mentioning that at the time of print,
Japan was the only G7 country not to have anti-discrimination
laws in place to protect LGBTQ+ minorities or to recognise same-
sex unions, despite partner countries pushing in that direction-
and despite the Japanese population demonstrating growing
support. It seemed a particularly loud and clear message that
the prominent Pride 7float was teeming with G7 embassy staff.
Although Yokohama city does not offer anything as sizable as
Tokyo Rainbow Pride, since November 2019 it has been featured
on the list of 311 Japanese municipalities (as of May 2023)
committed to recognise same-sex and common-law unions, and
to help alleviate the challenges faced by the LGBTQ+ community.
The city of Yokohama has two public places available to discuss
sexual identity and gender expression in a safe environment. It
also offers free counselling for queer or questioning youngsters
who are struggling to make sense of their sexuality or identity.
As is often the case, Japan appears to be doing things in its
own way; while most countries passed nation-wide laws, this
country seems to be working from city level up.
Maybe events such as Tokyo Rainbow Pride

‘ will put pressure on Japan to bring about

change.

BWETOHNPBEZESROFMIITES

Information can be found in Japanese on the City of Yokohama web page

www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/kurashi/kyodo-manabi/jinken/lgbt

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 11
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5 BASIC NEEDS

Text by Hisao Saito
Photos by Jumpei Kawasaki
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It is said that we are born with five basic needs that are part of our
genetic structure.

Those five are:
Survival (food, sleep, reproduction, etc.)
Love & Belonging (the need for social connections, relationships,
etc.)
3. Power (a sense of achievement, self worth, etc.)
4.  Freedom (independence, control over your life, etc.)
5. Fun(play, have new experiences, learning, etc.)

In this month’s column | want to apply those five basic needs to
photography.

SURVIVAL

I may be biased, but | don’t know many photographers that shine here.
For the sake of their art, they commonly sacrifice sleep. In particular,
photographers on advertising shoots often work from early in the
morning until late at night. It would seem that their desire to survive
is quite weak.
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Love & Belonging

There are a significant number of pro photographers that run a one-
man business, however, | think there are actually many in the field
that aptly satisfy this need. Almost everyone belongs to some type of
organization, such asthe Japan Advertising Photographers' Association,
The Photographic Society of Japan, Japan Professional Photographers
Society, or others. And surely, many feel being a member gives them a
sense of status.

Power

| believe this one is a strong point for many photographers. They want
to be praised for their work and win awards. Many personally feel they
are special.

Freedom

In general, a lot of freelance photographers have a strong desire to work
asthey seefit. In addition, they want to choose their projects, so there is
no lack of desire for freedom.

Fun

| also think that a great deal of us excel here. The photo and video
industry is constantly evolving. Many take particular interest in new
technologies and expressions, and thoroughly enjoy the experience of
learning them.

Overall, I think photographers strike a very nice balance between
these needs. However, there are still many that lose this balance upon
choosing photography as a career. Finding a good balance of these five
needs may very well be the secret to longevity in the industry.

DARK
ROOM

INTERNATIONAL

PFXTERXET1 T B42-1-2F
Naka-ku, Hanasaki-cho 1-42-1-2F
Tel/Fax : 045-261-7654

www.thedarkroom-int.com
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18 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku

045-664-5757
11:00-19:00 (closed Mon)
MAP
7artscafe is a cultural hub for traditional
and modern arts, signature drinks and

health-conscious food located in - THE WORLD’S FlRST
st ey >y ENGLISH-LANGUAGE SAKE MAGAZINE

Spring/Summer 2023 Cafe Hours
Monday: Closed

Tuesday through Friday: 11: - 18t

Saturday: 7:00am - 18:00pm J 1
Sunday: 7:00am - 18:00pm 1 g
Enjoy Weekend Breakfast from |

www.elliott.jp

Traditional,
Natural,
Quality

YOKOHAMA INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION ACADEMY
JAPANESE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

Yoo Leare ﬂaﬁd@ede
cor %éaéﬁm@ e

43 Miyazakicho, Nishiku, Yokohama 220-0031
TEL 045-250-3656 FAX 045-250-3657
EMAIL admissions@yiea.com

www.yiea.com
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Text by Masayuki Watanabe

(Ishikawa-cho Green Manager)

3 Content for Green Pages is sponsored by Charcoal Grill Green

3

(ZA2HYE)
J12f8 KLyih)
15 (HLATID)
12K (RS R)

1/6{E%5>

1/6{E%5

( :—xﬁﬁ@v»rL\cD)ﬂ%i WTEBLHATEL)
1 @<ZID)

L—)LEDIIE%ZS B, (E7 ZEB)

TZAINANZA)— 72"‘()L’£’7\1’Lm&)'€9"3 UVEIMZBEEH LA
SRy B FIUYDSHTIRE TV = o 8N\SR—Za% k)
HEDEH T F R A Esinﬁ’éﬂﬂxinﬁ#bha [l ¥ S
THHB.
20T7FANNCL—INBETALE—=LZ AN EBICTE—TL
B MR 7L A=) ERIELIE5EZ L TELAICT %o
L—=)LE0ONRAVWTADE 5T LTa—RENZ—%1N
R BITTSETHRZEB I TMICEDIT 5./ NV F—Z2FETY
— ) —L%ERRT=55EM!

KXTA—VFYTRNTYNTLYF 751 %2R THGOOD!
X L—LRECRBLTTH PO THRHELWTT &

mussels

cho

onion.
garlic.

jala

chipotle paste

kap

tequila

whi

rizo .60g (diced)
1/2 (cut into wedges)
1 clove (minced)

1/2 (sliced)

...10g

10g

.45 ml (or as desired)

pefio

i (shrimp paste)

te wine

lime juice
lime peel

cori

ander (finely chopped

butter

sou

r cream (put on a separate plate)

salt....

olivi

3

e oll.

Remove beards from the mussels.

Heat olive oil in a frying pan. Add chorizo and fry off the fat
until crisp. Fry the garlic and jalapefio in the fat from the
chorizo until aromatic. Add chipotle, kapi, and onion. Sauté
until onion softens.

Add the mussels and lime peel to the frying pan from step 2. Add
tequila and white wine. Allow the alcohol to evaporate, then
cover and steam.

When the shells of the mussels open and are well cooked, add
lime juice and butter. Top with cilantro and add sour cream
to complete!

*Also goes well with tortilla chips, baguette, and French fries!
*Clams or other shellfish can be used as a substitute for mussels.

For more info visit www.yokohamaseasider.com 15
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